
Altar Flowers 

Donated by Lusiya Thibault & Raffi Samkiranian in memory of their father 

Abraham Samkiranian 

-------------------------------------------- 

Chef of the Month Dinner 

Thank you to Yn. Susana, Celeste Bedigian and everyone who helped with the 
preparation of the delicious dinner last night and to everyone who helped from 

serving to clean-up.  If you would like to volunteer to be a chef for a future dinner, 

please see a board member or call the Church office 508-234-3677.   God bless you! 

---------------------------------------------- 

Hokehankisd (Requiem Service) 

The Armenian Church instructs the faithful not to forget their loved ones who are 

fallen asleep in Christ.  The Scripture says,  

“The memory of the righteous will be a blessing .... (Proverbs 10:7)  

Hokehankisd is performed at the end of Badarak, during which special prayers are 

said on behalf of the souls who are fallen asleep in Christ Jesus.  The church advises 

us to request Hokehankisd seven and forty days after a person is deceased and 

thereafter annually. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Annual Picnic 

Sunday, August 16.  Save the date for fun and fellowship!   

God willing our Prelate, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan will be with us that day to 

celebrate Badarak and preside over the Blessing of the Grapes Ceremony and 

Madagh along with the participation of the New England Clergy. 

------------------------------------------------ 

Is There a Hole-In-One in Your Future? 

Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church presents The 4th Annual  

Dave Papazian Memorial Golf Tournament which will be held on Monday,  

August 3rd, 2015 at the Highfields Golf & Country Club in Grafton, MA. Golfers get 
your carts and clubs ready...please sign up and start contacting sponsors!  

Email Hagop for more information hjantranigian@gmail.com. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

All announcements and Hokehankisd requests must be received by Thursday of 

each week to be included in Sunday’s Bulletin.  

Please email them to armenianchurchofwhitinsville@gmail.com or call the 

Church office at 508-234-3677.  
------------------------------------------------ 

Dismissal 

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, the faithful come forward towards the altar and kiss 
the Holy Gospel, saying: 

“May the Lord be mindful of your sacrifices and accept your supplications.” 

The Celebrant Responds: 

“May the Lord grant to you according to your heart and fulfill all your wishes.” 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
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EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 1:25-30 

 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength. 

 

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 

birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 

the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  God chose the lowly things of this 

world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 

are, so that no one may boast before him.  It is because of him that you are in Christ 

Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness 

and redemption. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

The order of the Readings for this week is as follows: 

 

TODAY: Wis 7:25-8:4; Zec 14:16-21; 1 Jn 1:1-7; Mt 16:13-17:1-13 

Monday: Ex 19:9-13; 2 Kgs 2:9-12; 1 Jn 5:9-12; Jn 1:1-17 
Tuesday: Ex 19:16-20; 1 Kgs 19:11-16; Heb 12:18-27; Lk 9:27-36 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 17:21-18:4 

Thursday: Is 6:1-10; Heb 11:32-40; Lk 4:14-22 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:10-18; Mt 18:2-9 

Saturday: Wis 1:1-7; Jer 16:16-21; 1 Cor 12:28-13:10; Lk 9:1-6 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Do you want to have God pleasing faith? You cannot unless you give time to study 

the Bible, because “….FAITH COMES FROM HEARING THE MESSAGE AND THE 

MESSAGE IS HEARD THROUGH THE WORD OF CHRIST.” Romans 10:17 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We Welcome Visitors and Hope You Enjoy Worshipping with Us.  Please sign the 

Guest Book in the foyer.  If there is anything we can do for you, please let us know 

or fill in the welcome cards that are in the pew racks in front of you and leave in the 

office or foyer. 

---------------------------------------------- 

Summer Church Hours:  Morning Prayers at 9:00 & the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am.  

-------------------------------------------------- 

The Ecumenical Vacation Bible School will be held from July 13-17, age 4 and up, 

at the Village Congregational Church from 9:00 am to 12 noon. Swimming at the 

Whitin Community Center will follow until 2:15 pm.  
--------------------------------------------------- 

Receiving Mas 

As the faithful leave the Church, they receive Mas (the blessed unleavened thin 

bread), saying:  “God is my portion forever.”  (Pajhin im Asdvadz Havidyan). 

See page 32E in the blue Divine Liturgy Book. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

THE WANDERING SHEEP  

 
Today’s Gospel reading is from Matthew, Chapter 18:10-14.  The Church is once 

again telling us to read about the parable of the Lost Sheep. (Page 1526) 

 

I want to point out that when Jesus speaks of the “Little Ones”, He isn’t necessarily 

speaking about children.  He is talking about everyone who becomes childlike – as 

He describes in verse 3 of this same chapter.   Christian’s struggle with other 
Christians in the way they behave, wondering when they will do their part in church, 

when they will act and live according to what the Bible teaches us.  I have to tell you 

that I am guilty also.  Sometimes I wonder and then catch myself and I realize, it’s 

not my business.  God wants me to give the message, what we do with it is up to us.   

But one thing is for certain, we should not be looking down upon others, we should 

not be getting frustrated with those whose faith is weak or those who do not display 

the same motivation that we do.  And this is what Jesus is telling us here in verse ten. 

 

We have to be careful that we never reject those whose faith is weak, instead we 

should be helping them.  Someone could be on the verge of becoming a follower of 

Christ and the attitude we display may turn them off completely.  Giving them the 

reason to say, “If this is what it means to be a Christian, then I’m happy to stay 
where I am.” 

 

God loves each and every one of us, and we know this because He left His throne 

and came down to sacrifice Himself for us.  He doesn’t want anyone to perish but for 

all to have eternal life, everlasting life. 

 

Jesus continues with the parable of the lost sheep.  Asking, “What do you think?” 

And He tells us that God is happier about finding the one sheep than about the 

ninety-nine that did not wander off.  So if we are considering ourselves to be 

believers, and those who are weak in faith as the lost sheep, then it is our 

responsibility to bring those sheep to God, not to look down upon them and write 
them off.  And if we do then according to Jesus we are sinning. 

 

Today’s message for all of us is that no matter where we are in our spiritual journey 

that God is looking for us.  He is searching for the lost.   

If we are like the wandering sheep or if we know of someone who is then we have 

the answer from Jesus.  We know what we must do.  God is not looking down on us 

and neither should we be looking down on others! He’s looking for you and just like 

the father in the Prodigal Son, He’s ready to celebrate the moment He brings you 

home. You’re His lost child, we’re all His and He’s looking to bring us home.   

The question that remains is that will we go to Him?    

Take today’s message and tell it to someone, you never know, you may just make a 
difference in their life or have an impact on our community and our Father in Heaven 

along with the angels will be rejoicing.  Amen. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 


